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The first newsletter for 2013 includes the following articles: 
  
• Rika van der Walt has contributed an informative article which sheds 

some much needed light on how one may access South African Treaties 
from DIRCO together with key contact details. 

• We have a gracious article which was kindly submitted by Carol Clark 
who retires from Webber Wentzel after 31 years of service. 

• Teresa Weinfas, colleague and friend of Carol also offers us some 
insight into Carol's work and personal life. 

• Regular columnists Mary Bruce and Nico Ferreira have made significant 
submissions which are well worth reading. 

• The November 2012 issue of the newsletter included an interesting 
article by Gail Dendy on her radio interview. The podcast for the 
interview on the People of Note programme last December can be found 
at: http://www.classicfm.co.za/podcasts/people-of-note/2012/16-
december-2012-sunday-gail-dendy/view. While the interview part of the 
programme is available, the music part is unfortunately not. 

 
Please note the following when submitting newsletter items for 

publication: All articles must be submitted in Word format while adverts and 

pictures must please be sent as JPEG attachments. 

 

Special appeal from the Committee: We desperately need a kind member 

to sit on our committee as Secretary. Please contact our Chair, Meryl Federl 

should you be interested in assisting us. 

Kind regards, 
Varsha 
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South African treaties 
By Rika van der Walt 

 
 
The South African Treaty 
Section, which falls within the 
Department of International 
Relations and Cooperation 
(DIRCO), is the official 
custodian of all international 
agreements, treaties and 
conventions that South Africa 
is a party to. 
 

 
One of the custodial responsibilities entails the facilitation 
of access to treaties and treaty information. The Treaty 
Section identified the need to provide accurate 
information to the public in a timely manner.  
 
As such, we commenced with a project to establish a 
publicly accessible website with information that the 
public may require regarding the status and content of 
international agreements, treaties and conventions that 
South Africa is a party to.  
 
The South African Treaty Register was launched on the 
official website of DIRCO at the end of 2012.  The URL 
is: http//www.dirco.gov.za 
 
To access the treaties: 
 
- Click on Foreign Relations 
- Click on International law and treaties 
- Click on Treaty Section 
- Click on Search for International Agreements  
 
If you experience any problems with the site or would like 
to make suggestions for improvement please contact:  
 
Rika van der Walt 
012 351 0872 
vanderwaltr@dirco.gov.za 
 
The Treaty information specialists are still available to 
assist with any telephonic queries and you are welcome 
to contact them directly. Contact details are listed below: 
 
Larissa Favier 012 351 0851 
favierl@dirco.gov.za 
 
Nolubalo Mantyi 012 351 0726 
mantyin@dirco.gov.za 
 
Emmanuel Meyiwa 012 351 0837 
meyiwae@diroc.gov.za 
 
 

On my life, my career  
By Carol Clark 

 
Funnily enough librarianship was never on my list of 
possible careers. To cut a long story short, it was my 
desire to work in the medical field that led me to apply to 
the Wits Medical School for a job, and then when no 
doors opened there, to the Medical School Library.  
 
 
I was told by the librarian that they didn't accept people 
with degrees only, but if I did the Postgraduate Diploma 
in Librarianship they would consider my application the 
following year. I registered for the course just 2 weeks 
before the starting date! 
 
I must confess that I was not greatly inspired by the 
course and on completing it still felt very uncertain about 
librarianship as a career. I was offered a job at the 
Medical School Library, spent five and a half very happy 
years there and thoroughly enjoyed the work as a 
librarian.  
 
As you can imagine this was a wonderful place for a 
twenty-one year old to meet the creme de la creme of the 
medical world - the doctors, surgeons, professors and the 
medical students. They always enjoyed visiting the 
library, having a cup of tea with us and taking time out 
with "healthy people".  
 
Some of the people I met during those years have 
become life-long friends. To present-day librarians this 
would have been a positively archaic world. Catalogue 
cards were hand written, then typed, then roneoed and 
finally there was the laborious task of filing them in the 
different sections of the catalogue. Computers weren't 
even thought of in that domain. Everything was manual 
and probably a lot less stressful and frustrating. 
 
They say that family background and the career choices 
of family members often influence one's own. My 
maternal grandfather was a magistrate and my uncle, 
John Talbot, an advocate (and one of the editors of Swift 
on Criminal Procedure). My uncle was a keen sailor. His 
passion was shared by Judge Caney (of Caney's Law of 
Surety ship). On my visits to the family in Durban my 
uncle would take me sailing along with Judge Caney.  
 
That did not mean too much to me at the time, but 
perhaps it was the people in my family and these 
associations that made me take note of a job advertised 
for a librarian at a law firm. I had felt the need to extend 
my horizons and have more experience as a librarian.  
 
How fortunate I was to be offered the job at Werksmans 
and to have Hildred Hadassin as my mentor. Not only did 
she look as though she had stepped out of Vogue but 
she had great vision and expertise. She was one of the 
co-founders of OSALL along with Lynette Davis and 
Cillah Jaspan.  
 

mailto:vanderwaltr@dirco.gov.za
mailto:favierl@dirco.gov.za
mailto:mantyin@dirco.gov.za
mailto:meyiwae@diroc.gov.za
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She set up systems that made finding information quick, 
easy and accessible and bodies like the Department of 
Justice and people from all over the country would phone 
her for the information they were seeking.   
 
 

 
Carol Clark at the 2012 OSALL year-end function 

 
There was still no computerisation of libraries at this 
stage, but computers were being installed in law offices 
and the computerisation of information was definitely on 
the cards. Hildred decided to study law and do her 
articles and so I became the librarian and had seven and 
a half enjoyable and stimulating years at the firm. 
 
 
My years at Werksmans and the early ones at Webber 
Wentzel spanned a good part of the apartheid era. I 
remember looking out of the library window at 
Werksmans and seeing casspirs tearing down 
Commissioner Street with screeching sirens as some 
poor, hapless soul was being taken to John Vorster 
Square.  
 
I distinctly remember the date, 16 June 1976, now 
commemorated as Youth Day.   I was recently asked to 
find legislation dating back to the late seventies and early 
eighties and was horrified to be reminded of the laws that 
prevailed at that time and how little we knew as to what 
was really happening in South Africa.  
 
Another day that stands out clearly in my memory is 2 
February 1990. I was now at Webber Wentzel, and the 
secretary of the senior partner at the time burst into the 
library brimming with news and excitement - Mandela 
was going to be released and the ANC was going to be 
unbanned!  
 

The senior partner was the legal adviser to The Star 
newspaper and had to comment on this, and so we were 
one of the first to know. Needless to say, we were all 
completely stunned by the news and very excited too.   
Mandela has since visited the firm and his son served his 
articles here. 
 
I cannot believe that so many years have passed since I 
first started work in a law library. The whole shape and 
face of the profession has changed, and of course the 
whole world has faced an explosion of new technology 
and experienced "information overload". My first 
encounter with a personal computer was at the ripe age 
of forty!  
 
When I excitedly told my brother that I now had a PC on 
my desk his comment was" Great, but do you know how 
to turn it on?"! We have come a long way since then. I 
won't forget the sense of satisfaction and achievement 
we all felt when the computerisation of the Webber 
Wentzel library was finally completed 20 years ago.    
 
How did we ever manage without computers before?   
We now have a powerhouse of information from 
everywhere when we log on every day. Now there are 
other challenges and I shall always be a "work in 
progress" when it comes to discovering and mastering 
modern technology and social media! 
 
Some of the highlights of my career have been the 
conferences I have attended. I was fortunate enough to 
attend one BIALL and four IALL conferences. It was 
wonderful meeting one's colleagues from all over the 
world, networking and making good contacts and then 
making friends when one met up with the same people 
again.  
 
These conferences elevated law librarianship for me and 
helped me to view the image of the profession in a 
completely different light.   Not only did these 
conferences further my career, but they were also a great 
way to travel and see places that might not ordinarily 
have been on one's wish list. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
the Sabinet conferences, too, and found them informative 
and motivating and an opportunity to meet librarians from 
other disciplines. 
 
It is a scary thought that most of my working life has been 
spent in law libraries and the fact that my career as such 
is about to end and that I am retiring seems quite unreal. 
I feel so fortunate to have worked in such a stimulating 
and challenging environment and with people of integrity 
and intellect. I have learnt so much both professionally 
and personally.   
 
I am also very grateful for the support and assistance of 
all my colleagues both in and outside the firm. One of my 
favourite lines of poetry is from "Ulysses" by Alfred Lord 
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Tennyson :" I am a part of all that I have met." How lucky 
I have been to be a part of Webber Wentzel and of 
OSALL. 
 
 

 
My friend and colleague Carol Clark 

By Teresa Weinfas 
 
 
Carol has headed the library in one of the most 
prestigious and largest law firms in Africa (Webber 
Wentzel) for 31 years. 
 
She began her career in law librarianship when it was a 
relatively new phenomenon in South Africa. At every 
stage of its development, Carol was innovative and 
effective.  Her period at Werksmans, (her first stint at 
working in a law library) was characterised by her well 
organised methods, which included a widely-used-file 
system which kept records of all topical and relevant 
information.  
 
Her meticulous and thorough organisation was evident in 
all aspects of the library procedures, and was a boon to 
subsequent librarians when she left Werksmans. She 
was also an invaluable committee member of OSALL in 
its early days and served on it for seven years. 
 
When Carol joined Webber Wentzel in 1982, she 
proceeded to consolidate its library holdings into a 
premier resource library which boasted a comprehensive 
collection of South African and English law reports and 
authorities. 
 
Then came the quantum leap in law librarianship: the 
dawning of the IT revolution which irrevocably 
transformed information management. 
 
Carol immediately rose to the challenge.  She set about 
computerising the library as much as possible and 
oversaw the downloading of the library's extensive 
catalogue onto the Inmagic system.  
 
All available electronic legal information systems were 
installed. I well remember the excitement of Jutastat's 
debut and endless demonstrations of Butterworth 
products (now Lexis Nexis). To access Butterworths' 
international resources, one had to "dial up" and listen to 
the raucous atmospherics before making contact. 
 
 A computerised issue system for taking out books was 
installed and was then a novel phenomenon. All this was 
accomplished with Carol's usual method of maximum 
efficiency and minimum fuss. 
 

As a member of Carol's library team from 1994 onwards, 
I came to experience, not only Carol's superb 
professional leadership and competence, but to also 
experience her special personal qualities. What I 
particularly prized was her total integrity in all matters. 
One could always respect and trust her totally. 
 
In addition, she had great kindness and humanity. 
Although Carol demanded high standards and was 
uncompromising in enforcing work ethics and demands, 
she had a heart of gold when it came to personal crises 
and issues. When my brother was very ill in hospital and 
his life was ebbing away, Carol was always there to give 
practical and moral support and would take me at any 
time during emergencies to be with him.  
 
There was nothing she would not do to help or go the 
extra mile. Carol also has a unique talent, which I call the 
"connector talent". She could always interact with people 
in a special way, and make invaluable professional 
contacts. On every trip to an overseas conference she 
would return with a wealth of contacts and warm 
friendships that proved a life saver when we faced ever-
more daunting queries and research. Whenever we had 
to find a particularly challenging piece of information 
which was not available on any website, Carol would say 
"Oh, I know someone who will be able to help us", and 
whether it was a contact in deepest Africa or the outer 
reaches of Australia, Carol would know the right person 
and often the emergency situation would be turned 
around. 
 
In her team, no-one's birthday was ever forgotten, and, 
as mentioned, if ever a staff member was ill or in trouble, 
Carol would always be there, to give support and help. In 
a work situation, Carol's strength was her ability to focus 
on what was important, and what had to be prioritised. 
Her well-run library and superb service always reflected 
this strength. 
 
Her unfailing habit of "producing the goods" and her total 
reliability has ensured her well-deserved reputation in all 
library and legal circles. Carol always displayed a 
consistent and high-calibre leadership and we in her 
library team, feel respect, admiration and a deep 
affection for her. 
 
Out of office hours, Carol practises as a part-time 
Counsellor. This activity draws on her qualities of warmth 
and empathy, while her awareness of what needs to be 
addressed and practical sense have ensured that she is 
a much appreciated person in this field. 
 
Carol reads widely and has travelled extensively for 
business and pleasure (eg. the US, Russia, Italy, Ireland 
and England. She adores dancing and is always urging a 
disk jockey or band to keep things pumping. 
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Her personal style is always a "class act". Her 
impeccable, well-groomed appearance is a constant 
trademark. Her sensitivity and delightful sense of humour 
saves her from being an over-perfect paragon. Carol is 
indisputably a star, a special human being, as well as 
being a premier head of a premier law library. 
 

 
 

 
  

 
http://pinterest.com/ 

 
By Mary Bruce 

mary@lawsoc.co.za 

Searching with Offspring.net 

I may recently have been among the last of the 
terrestrials to Google “moshpit”* (nor did anyone around 
me have a clue, so I wasn’t the very last to haul the 
search algorithm out of the empire’s vault) but I am 
certainly beginning to wonder what we did in the days 
before “hashtags” which have so much more relevance in 
my life. 
 
* The search became inevitable when I awoke one 
weekday morning to “I will hold you like a chopstick, save 
you from the moshpit” belting out of the radio alarm. I 
drove all the way to work in a fever of ignorance. Lyrics 
like that remind me all over again why I love prose. 
 
Back to hashtagging on Twitter, and twittering in general. 
 
On 24 February attorney Emma Sadleir (@EmmaSadleir) 
posted this comment

1
 : “To say that twitter has been a 

game-changer for the way we report the courts is like 
saying that Mozart wrote a couple of catchy tunes”. 
 
This came after a week in which hardcopy newspapers 
were almost superfluous in reporting on the death of 
Reeva Steenkamp and subsequent court appearances 
by Oscar Pistorius. Journalists apparently packed the 
court precinct before, during and after the hearings, and 
tweets proliferated. The hashtags #OscarPistorius and 
#Oscar were both used extensively but it soon became 
impossible to keep up with the flow of incoming tweets. 
The problem of volume was exacerbated by cross-posts 
relating to the imminent Oscar film awards.  
 
I was among those who abandoned these pages in 
favour of a single reporter

2
 whose number of followers 

increased from 17 429 to 122 743
3
 in the relevant seven-

day period. Although the information being passed 

around by all and sundry included speculation and may in 
itself be open to examination in due course, the reports 
coming out of court enabled anyone with an interest in 
the matter to understand what aspects were being 
presented to the magistrate and get an idea of the nature 
of the proceedings. A number of attorneys and legal 
experts posted related tweets and even wrote blog posts 
on these events (see 

4-8 
and most of the Internet 

published between 14 and 25 February 2013). 
 
The Law Society of South Africa was among those 
making representations to the Parliamentary Committee 
on the Legal Practice Bill on 19 and 20 February 2013. 
Instead of using a hashtag, the LSSA opted to create an 
independent Twitter profile (@LSSALPB). It’s rather 
disappointing to see only 51 followers kept up with the 
comprehensive coverage offered in this forum. 
 
The National Association of Democratically Elected 
Lawyers (NADEL) created the hashtag 
#NADELAGM2013 on 23 February 2013 and it is still 
being used to disseminate information as I write this five 
days later. 
 
Glynnis Breytenbach’s ongoing disciplinary hearing has 
its own hashtag #breytenbach which publishes 
periodically from hearing to hearing. 

 

As far as searching for the meaning of moshpits is 
concerned, I could have saved myself a lot of 
trouble as the One formerly known as The Teen 
knew exactly what they are. Now I just lie awake at 
night praying that no-one is holding her like a 
chopstick in one. The imagery is overpowering. 

Mary Bruce 
 
Opinions expressed in this column are my own and not 
necessarily those of my employer. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Please send suggestions and contributions for 
future columns to mary@lawsoc.co.za and/or 
varshas@rmlaw.co.za 

1
https://twitter.com/EmmaSadleir/status/30571080

7226908672 

2  
Barry Bateman https://twitter.com/BarryBateman

 

3 
Barry Bateman and Oscar Pistorius : inside the 

Twitter explosion. Lauren Granger. Memeburn. 22 
February 2013 

http://pinterest.com/
mailto:mary@lawsoc.co.za
mailto:mary@lawsoc.co.za
mailto:varshas@rmlaw.co.za
https://twitter.com/EmmaSadleir/status/305710807226908672
https://twitter.com/EmmaSadleir/status/305710807226908672
https://twitter.com/BarryBateman
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http://memeburn.com/2013/02/barry-bateman-and-
oscar-pistorius-inside-the-twitter-explosion/ 

4
Pierre de Vos’s blog 

http://constitutionallyspeaking.co.za/ 

5
 Saber Ahmed Jazbhay’s blog 

http://voices.news24.com/saber-jazbhay/ 

6  
Oscar case : watch your tongue. East Coast 

Radio. 20 February 2013 
http://www.ecr.co.za/kagiso/content/en/east-coast-
radio/east-coast-radio-news?Oscar-case--watch-
your-
tongue&oid=1836511&pid=6028&sn=Detail&buffer
_share=d6665&utm_source=buffer  

7
 Botha first casualty of the Pistorius media circus. 

Michael Trapido. Thought Leader. 21 February 
2013  
http://www.thoughtleader.co.za/traps/2013/02/21/b
otha-first-casualty-of-the-pistorius-media-circus/  

8
 Sub judice rule, Oscar and media. Dario Milo and 

Avani Singh. Indepent Online. 24 February 2013 
http://www.iol.co.za/sundayindependent/sub-
judice-rule-oscar-and-media-
1.1475856#.UStsbx2mgfV  

 

 

 
 

Compiled by: 
Nico M Ferreira 

Unisa Library Services 
ferrenm@unisa.ac.za 
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Singh, S.P. et al Cloud computing: a promising economic 
model for library and information centers, in JOURNAL 
OF LIBRARY & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, vol. 32, 
no. 6, 2012, p. 526-532. 
 
Swanepoel, N. The need for a legal writing course in the 
South African LLB curriculum, in OBITER, vol. 33, no. 1, 
2012, p. 121-134. 
 
Taylor, L.J. The opportunities and challenges in the 
adoption of e-books in academic law libraries, in 
CANADIAN LAW LIBRARY REVIEW, vol. 37, no. 4, 
2012, p. 180-182. 
 
Venter, F. South Africa: a Diceyan rechtsstaat? in 
McGILL LAW JOURNAL, vol. 57, no. 4, 2012, p. 721-
747.   
 
Von Hielmcrone, H. The digital library and the law: legal 
issues regarding the acquisition, preservation and 
dissemination of digital cultural heritage, in MICROFORM 
& DIGITIZATION REVIEW, vol. 41, no. ¾, 2012, p. 159-
170. 
 
Warchol, G. et al Policing the wilderness: a descriptive 
study of wildlife conservation officers in South Africa, in 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF COMPARATIVE & 
APPLIED CRIMINAL JUSTICE, vol. 36, no. 2, 2012, p. 
83-101. 
 

NEW BOOKS NOTED 
 
Armstrong, J.D.S. Where the law is: an introduction to 
advanced legal research. 4

th
 ed. 2013. West. ISBN 

9780314282330 USD70.00 
 
Azzolini, J. Law firm librarianship: issues, practice, and 
directions. 2013. 
Chandos. ISBN 9781843347088 GBP47.50 
 
Bande, L.C. Criminal law in Malawi. 2012. Kluwer. ISBN 
9041145745 USD103.00 
 
Brand, J. et al Commercial mediation: a user’s guide. 
2012. Juta.  

ISBN 9780702195495 ZAR 245.00 
 
Chirwa, D.M. (ed.) Accountable government in Africa: 
perspectives from public law and political studies. 2012. 
United Nations University Press. 
ISBN 9789280812053 GBP27.50 
 
Cooperman, L. Managing the one-person library. 2013. 
Chandos. 
ISBN 9781843346715 GBP49.50 
 
Gibson, C. Everyone’s guide to the Consumer Protection 
Act. 2013. Struik. ISBN 9781770224902 ZAR 220.00 
 
Haupt, P. Notes on South African Income Tax 2013. 
2012. Roggebaai [South Africa] H&H Publications. ISBN 
9780874929680 ZAR 680.00  
 
Hiltz, C. The Federal Information Security Management 
Act [FISMA]: a legal research guide. 2013. WS Hein. 
ISBN 9780837738888 USD50.00 
 
Johnson, P. Fundamentals of collection development and 
management. 3

rd
 ed. 2013. Facet. ISBN 9781856049375 

GBP49.95 
 
Kelly-Louw, M. Consumer credit regulation in South 
Africa. 2013. Juta. 
ISBN 9780702195518 ZAR 675.00 
 
Kruger, D. (ed.) et al Broomberg on tax strategy. 5

th
 ed. 

2012. LexisNexis. ISBN 9780409075359 ZAR 624.72 
 
Lambert, P. A user’s guide to data protection. 2013. 
Bloomsbury Professional. ISBN 9781847669803 
GBP85.00 
 
Maiwald, E. Network security: a beginner’s guide. 3

rd
 ed. 

2013.  
McGraw-Hill. ISBN 9780071795708 USD40.00 
 
Mangala, J. (ed.) Africa and the European Union: a 
strategic partnership. 2013. Palgrave MacMillan ISBN 
9781137269461 USD85.00 
 
Marnewick, C.G. Litigation skills for South African 
lawyers. 3

rd
 ed. 2013. 

LexisNexis. ISBN 9780409055023 ZAR 1132.58 
 
Miller, M.K. (ed.) Stress, trauma, and wellbeing in the 
legal system. 2013. 
New York: Oxford UP. ISBN 9780199829996 USD75.00 
 
Moore, D. Thrive: a new lawyer’s guide to law firm 
practice. 2012. Chicago: American Bar Association. ISBN 
9781614387435 USD49.95 
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Okauru, I.O. (ed.) Federal Inland Revenue Service and 
taxation reforms in Democratic Nigeria. 2012. Safari 
Books Nigeria.  
ISBN 9789784877657 GBP44.95 
 
Otto, J.M. The National Credit Act explained. 3

rd
 ed. 

2013. LexisNexis. ISBN 9780409108316 ZAR 418.84 
 
Owino, S. Corporations and partnerships in Kenya. 2013. 
Kluwer. 
ISBN 9041145850 USD54.00 
 
Oyewo, O. Constitutional law in Nigeria. 2013. Kluwer. 
ISBN 9041145923 USD92.00 
 
Pickard, A.J. Research methods in information. 2

nd
 ed. 

2013. Facet. ISBN 9781856048132 GBP49.95 
 
Rotunda, R.D. Legal ethics in a nutshell. 4

th
 ed. 2013. 

Thomson/West. 
ISBN 9780314282248 USD39.00 
 
Sharma, S.D. Right to information: implementation, 
problems and solutions. 2013. New Delhi: Regal 
Publications. ISBN 9788184842210 USD45.35 
 
Situma, F.D.P. Criminal law in Kenya. 2012. Kluwer.  
ISBN 9041145737 USD81.00 
 
Smith, M.R. Advanced legal writing: theories and 
strategies in persuasive writing. 3

rd
 ed. 2012. Kluwer. 

ISBN 9781454811169 USD90.00 
 
Stewart, D.R. Social media and the law: a guidebook for 
communication students and professionals. 2013. 
Routledge. ISBN 9780415535137 GBP24.96 
 
Tekere, M. Regional trade integration, economic growth 
and poverty reduction in Southern Africa. 2012. Africa 
Institute of South Africa. 
ISBN 9780798303040 GBP24.95 
 
Van Eeden, E. Consumer protection law in South Africa. 
2013. 
LexisNexis. ISBN 9780409055009 ZAR 1128.00 
 
Van Huysteen, L.F. Contract law in South Africa. 2

nd
 ed. 

2012. Wolters Kluwer. ISBN 9789041141477 USD130.00 
 
Whitehead, P.W. et al Legal writing and research 
manual. 7

th
 ed. 2012. LexisNexis Canada. ISBN 

9780433470373 USD120.34 
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