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2014-2016 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Chair: Lydia Craemer 

Vice Chair: Charmaine Bertram 

Secretary: Marina Rubidge 

Treasurer: Hesma van Tonder 

Newsletter Editor: Tanya Hubbard 

PR & Liaison: Karabo Moleya 

Website Administrator: Danielle Botha 

Listserv Administrator: Mary Bruce 

Co-opted: Amanda Franken 

 

MEMBERSHIP/FINANCES 

OSALL is financially stable due to membership renewals and advertising on both the 
listserv and website. Hesma van Tonder will give a full financial report in this regard. 

OSALL has had a slight drop in membership numbers in the period 1 July 2015 until 
30 June 2016, from 154 paid-up members (2014-2015) to 135 for 2015-2016. The 
membership figures are as follows: 

Corporate: 73 members in total from 21 companies;  
 
Institutional: 26 members in total from 9 institutions;  
 
Honorary: 1 member 
 
Personal:34 members  
 
Retired: 2 members 
 
We have no international members, either corporate, institutional or personal. 
Possible reasons for this: 

• The exchange rate against major currencies like the Pound Sterling 
and the US Dollar 

• The fact that our bank charges a huge commission on payments made 
with foreign currencies, which can be more than the amount owed to 
OSALL in terms of subscription fees 



OSALL has investigated the possibility of using PayPal, but it would entail us 
registering for tax and applying to be a Non-Profit Organisation, so we aren’t 
pursuing this any further at the moment. 

 

MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 

2015 AGM 

The 2015 AGM was held at Norton Rose Fulbright on 6 August 2015 and was 
sponsored by LexisNexis. Our guest speaker was Joni Peddie who spoke about 
Mindfulness in our daily lives. 

YEAR-END FUNCTION 

Juta sponsored our year-end function, which was held at Hashi Japanese Fusion 
Restaurant in Rosebank on 23 October 2015.The theme was ‘’James Bond’’ and we 
had some suave gentlemen and foxy ladies present. All who attended enjoyed the 
event  

CONFERENCES 2016 

This year BIALL’s 47th Annual Study conference and exhibition was held in Dublin 
from 9-11 June. Due to a number of factors, not the least being the downward spiral 
of the Rand against the Pound Sterling, we were not able to send a representative 
this year. I have it on good authority that OSALL’s presence was missed. The 2017 
conference will be held in Manchester from 8-10 June 2017. 

The OSALL Chair was invited to the 2016 AALL Conference in Chicago in July 2016, 
and OSALL members have been invited to the ALLA Conference in August 2016. 

The SAOIM Conference 2016 was held at the CSIR in Pretoria from 7-10 June. 
OSALL was represented on the Conference Committee by Charmaine Bertram, who 
did a sterling job. OSALL members turned out in larger numbers than for previous 
conferences, staying either for the duration of the conference, or for most of the four 
days. OSALL’s keynote speaker was Greg Lambert, now the current President of 
AALL, and his workshop and keynote proved to be popular drawcards. Lydia 
Craemer gave a presentation on professional Twitter chats.  

OSALL MEETINGS 

The annual Cape Town meeting was postponed with the possibility that the Cyber-
Crime Bill meeting would be repeated later in the year. So far this has not come to 
pass, so the Committee is looking into the possibility of holding a year-end function 
to enable networking among our Cape colleagues. 

In May 2016, Sabinet sponsored and hosted a meeting at their offices in Centurion. 
Neruschka Deosaran and her colleagues from Norton Rose Fulbright, addressed 
attendees on the Cyber-Crime Bill and its ramifications. Attendees were also 
introduced to the creepy and terrifying world of the Dark Web, where cyber-crime 
flourishes. The presentation was well received. 



WEBSITE AND LISTSERV 

Both OSALL’s website and listserv are functioning well. MACC Computer Consulting 
has continued to host the website. Danielle Botha and Mary Bruce will both give 
reports on their respective portfolios. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

The OSALL newsletter continues to go from strength to strength. Tanya Hubbard will 
give a report in this regard. 

 

 

I wish to thank LexisNexis Sabinet, Juta and Academic Marketing Services, for their 
ongoing support of OSALL and for their generous sponsorships. We hope these 
working relationships will continue for our mutual benefit in the coming year. 

Thank you to the Committee for your ongoing support and willingness to give of your 
time and expertise to enhance OSALL’s activities.  

Last but not least I would like to thank all OSALL members for your support of your 
professional organisation ; without you, OSALL would not be as successful an 
organisation as it is. 

Lydia Craemer 

OSALL Chair 

 

 
 

 

 


