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Another term wraps up for the OSALL team and it gives me great pleasure
to include the various reports from the committee members; a wrap up of the
40th AGM celebrations as well as Lynette Davis’s lovely talk on how OSALL
came to be in the first place.
The rest of my editorial is dedicated to reliving the lovely 40th birthday party
celebrations 
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News
A REPORT ON THE OSALL
40TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
by Lydia Craemer
“Life really does begin at forty. Up until then you are
just doing research’’
Carl Jung
On 12 August 2016, OSALL celebrated its 40th birthday
in style in conjunction with our annual AGM ! Befitting an
organisation that was celebrating its ‘’coming of age’’,
Webber Wentzel hosted the AGM and the celebration in
their new building, which illicited “ooh’s” and “aahs” from
those who attended. Past Chairs were invited, and it was
wonderful to see them again, as well as to be able to
honour their contribution to OSALL’s growth and
development. OSALL also welcomed colleagues from
Cape Town, representatives from legal publishers and
suppliers, as well Susan Scheepers,Chair of SOAUG. As
guests arrived, they were greeted at the registration table
by a mass of green, blue, red and yellow balloons with
the inscription “Happy 40th birthday’’. A delicious
breakfast spread was provided for guests prior to the
AGM.
During the AGM a slideshow played, created by Danielle
Botha, which showed photos from various OSALL
functions over the years. Gerhard Cruywagen, a sketch
artist and caricaturist, was present in the Auditorium
where the AGM was held and guests could go to his
station to have caricatures sketched while the AGM was
in progress. Each guest received a huge lollipop and
feather boa, in one of a rainbow of colours, to add to the
birthday atmosphere.
The event was an opportunity to look back and reminisce
about OSALL’s beginnings, its growth over the years,
and to focus on the years ahead. Lynette Davis, one of
the founding members of OSALL gave an informal, but
enlightening talk about OSALL’s history and wished
OSALL all of the very best for the years to come.
After Lynette’s talk, I told the members how, while sifting
through years of Committee minutes, I found out about
some of the interesting activities that OSALL has been
involved in over the years. Here’s some of the things that
came to light:
 The Who’s Who of OSALL Chairs, a list which can be
found on the OSALL website
 OSALL held a lot of practical courses on law
librarianship and sources of law
 One meeting dealt with ‘’Enhancing the image of the
Librarian’’ (that still needs work....unfortunately....)

 OSALL liaised with New Zealand and assisted them in
setting up a Law Library Interest Group (we beat the
Kiwis at something – cheeky grin !)
 De Rebus published law library-related articles,
written by OSALL members
 In 1989 the unavailablity of unreported judgments was
a sore point. A suggestion was made that, as libraries
received unreported judgments, they would publish a
list of their holdings in the newsletter. With the advent
of the LII’s, JDR and JOL that’s largely been solved
but older unreported judgments are still a sore
point.......
 In 1991 the ‘’Adopt a law librarian’’ programme was
suggested. From what I could see, it was a mentoring
project for librarians new to the field of law
librarianship
 In 1996 electronic media and the Internet became Hot
Topics. In October 1996 OSALL hosted two meetings,
one on basic Internet searching, and one on
advanced Internet searching!
 A topic that members were asked to consider was:
‘’Would you give up your hard-copies of Gazettes?’’
This is still a topic for debate especially as physical
library spaces shrink, although we have many more
options available to us in electronic media.
 In 1997/1998 the first salary survey was held. Salary
surveys continue to be a matter that the Organisation
still has to resolve and manage effectively.
Going through the minutes made me realise we have
some good foundations and ideas to build on. A number
of Past Chairs, who could not join us due to geographical
distance or other committments, sent OSALL birthday
messages, which were read out to guests. With a view to
the future, OSALL’s new logo was revealed. Charmaine
Bertram created a slideshow of OSALL’s logos and vision
through the years.The new logo and vision was preceded
by a slide that simply stated “2016-∞(Infinity)”
Following the normal procedures of the AGM, a number
of lucky draws were held. Everyone was eligible to
receive a ‘’birthday gift’’ and a number of us received
lovely gifts from LexisNexis (cooler bag and coffee mug),
Sabinet (Consol waterbottle and other promotional
items), Juta (back-pack and promotional items), SAFLII
(PocketLaw – “Law-on-a-steeek’’  ), Werksmans (a giftbag containing a bottle of wine and other foodie items)
and Norton Rose Fulbright (a superb picnic basket, and
two pen and pencil sets). To round off the AGM with a
BANG and set a jovial party mood, guests were
entertained with song and skits by the performer, Tonya
Koenderman. After Tonya’s set, guests made their way to
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the dining area at the top of the Webber Wentzel
building. Because we were blessed with balmy weather,
an Alfresco lunch was held on the patio adjoining the
dining area,where guests could dine on a delicious finger
lunch. The Piece de Resistance was OSALL’s 40th
birthday cake, kindly organised by Amanda Franken. The
best word to describe the two-tier cake, that was in the
form of two law books, was””Magnificent” ! Guests were
summoned indoors by Tonya to where the cake stood,
glasses of champagne were passed to all, and we all
sang “Happy Birthday” with great gusto. Lynette Davis
and I then cut the cake together in a ceremonial gesture,
after which slices of cake were cut and served as
dessert. The verdict: “Delicious !”. Gerhard had a station
on the patio and sketched many more caricatures of
guests. Group photos were taken to commemorate the
event, and many guests expressed the sentiment that the
celebration had been wonderful, the setting perfect, the
food delicious, and the company most convivial. It was
wonderful for all, to reconnect with colleagues that had
last seen each other years before, or connect with
colleagues we seldom see.
Congratulations to all Committee members who went to
great lengths to make sure the event was well
organised.A big “”Thank you” goes to Webber Wentzel
for providing a great venue, to the sponsors for spoiling
us with gifts, to Gerhard and Tonya for adding elements
of fun and to all Past Chairs and members who joined us
for the day to make it a memorable occasion. All I can
say is this: if we celebrated our 40th in such style, I can’t
wait for our 50th birthday celebrations!
OSALL 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
ADDRESS
By Lynette Davis
On 14 July 1976, the inaugural meeting of the proposed
Organisation of South African Law Libraries took place.
How did the meeting come about and what transpired
thereafter.
Let us go back some months to late 1975. At that time
Hildred Hadassin and I were both librarians of law firms
in the Johannesburg CBD. One lunch-time I walked from
one library to the other. Whilst we ate our lunch, we
discussed the need for improved co-operation between
local law librarians and the enhancement of law
librarianship in South Africa. We decided that the solution
lay in the establishment of a law library association
locally. We immediately phoned Cilla Jaspan, the
University of the Witwatersrand law librarian, who agreed
to participate in the project with us.
In January 1976, we distributed over one hundred and
twenty questionnaires to ascertain the possible support
for a law library association for South Africa. The
response was positive as a result a steering committee
was formed. It consisted of Hildred, Cillah and myself,
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together with Professor Reuben Musiker (the librarian of
Wits.) and Daphne Saul (chairman of the Special
Libraries and Information Services Group in the Southern
Transvaal). Later thee other committee members were
co-opted.
The inaugural meeting of the proposed organisation took
place on 14 July 1976. It was held at Wits. and twentyseven people attended. Discussions were lively and the
steering committee was accepted as an Ad-hoc
committee. John Dugard gave a lecture on “The law
library scene in the USA – with some comparative
comments”. I chaired the meeting because Hildred had
become ill.
About that time, SALA itself was changing its status into
a professional body. Eventually it became the library and
Information Association of South Africa (LIASA). Since
then, OSALL and LIASA have gone their different ways,
with quite separate objectives and concerns.
Over the years, OSALL has arranged a great variety of
gatherings, lectures, courses and conferences.
Memorable amongst them, have been the 10th, 20th, and
30th anniversary functions, each with its own special
venue, programme and festive birthday cake 
On Bastille Day 1986, OSALL celebrated its 10th
anniversary at the dignified Johannesburg Country Club.
Dr Kaplan gave a lecture on mining and mining law in
South Africa over the previous century. His address was
followed by a birthday lunch and a cake decorated in
icing with South African flowers especially proteas.
On 12 July 1996, the 20th OSALL anniversary was held
at the Sunnyside Park Hotel. Paula Loynes gave an afterlunch speech on her experiences as an innovative and
enthusiastic committee member of the organisation.
The 30th anniversary took place on 17 August 2006. I
was a party with a difference – at Gallery 181 outside
Johannesburg. Legal Library Services provided a venue
for fine food, hot soup, and an opportunity to view art
works, antiquarian books and bookbinding activities.
Madam Chair, I have had the privilege of participating in
the inaugural meeting of OSALL and this 40th celebration.
I thank you for this honour and pleasure, and wish
OSALL continued success and good fortune in the years
ahead.

2015/16 OSALL CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
By Lydia Craemer
2014-2016 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chair: Lydia Craemer
Vice Chair: Charmaine Bertram
Secretary: Marina Rubidge
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Treasurer: Hesma van Tonder
Newsletter Editor: Tanya Hubbard
PR & Liaison: Karabo Moleya
Website Administrator: Danielle Botha
Listserv Administrator: Mary Bruce
Co-opted: Amanda Franken

Due to a number of factors, not the least being the
downward spiral of the Rand against the Pound Sterling,
we were not able to send a representative this year. I
have it on good authority that OSALL’s presence was
missed. The 2017 conference will be held in Manchester
from 8-10 June 2017.

MEMBERSHIP/FINANCES
OSALL is financially stable due to membership renewals
and advertising on both the listserv and website. Hesma
van Tonder will give a full financial report in this regard.
OSALL has had a slight drop in membership numbers in
the period 1 July 2015 until 30 June 2016, from 154 paidup members (2014-2015) to 135 for 2015-2016. The
membership figures are as follows:

The OSALL Chair was invited to the 2016 AALL
Conference in Chicago in July 2016, and OSALL
members have been invited to the ALLA Conference in
August 2016.

Corporate: 73 members in total from 21
companies;
Institutional: 26 members in total from 9
institutions;
Honorary: 1 member
Personal: 34 members
Retired: 2 members
We have no international members, either corporate,
institutional or personal. Possible reasons for this:
 The exchange rate against major currencies like the
Pound Sterling and the US Dollar
 The fact that our bank charges a huge commission on
payments made with foreign currencies, which can be
more than the amount owed to OSALL in terms of
subscription fees
OSALL has investigated the possibility of using PayPal,
but it would entail us registering for tax and applying to
be a Non-Profit Organisation, so we aren’t pursuing this
any further at the moment.
MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
2015 AGM
The 2015 AGM was held at Norton Rose Fulbright on 6
August 2015 and was sponsored by LexisNexis. Our
guest speaker was Joni Peddie who spoke about
Mindfulness in our daily lives.
YEAR-END FUNCTION
Juta sponsored our year-end function, which was held at
Hashi Japanese Fusion Restaurant in Rosebank on 23
October 2015.The theme was ‘’James Bond’’ and we had
some suave gentlemen and foxy ladies present. All who
attended enjoyed the event
CONFERENCES 2016
This year BIALL’s 47th Annual Study conference and
exhibition was held in Dublin from 9-11 June.

The SAOIM Conference 2016 was held at the CSIR in
Pretoria from 7-10 June. OSALL was represented on the
Conference Committee by Charmaine Bertram, who did a
sterling job. OSALL members turned out in larger
numbers than for previous conferences, staying either for
the duration of the conference, or for most of the four
days. OSALL’s keynote speaker was Greg Lambert, now
the current President of AALL, and his workshop and
keynote proved to be popular drawcards. Lydia Craemer
gave a presentation on professional Twitter chats.
OSALL MEETINGS
The annual Cape Town meeting was postponed with the
possibility that the Cyber-Crime Bill meeting would be
repeated later in the year. So far this has not come to
pass, so the Committee is looking into the possibility of
holding a year-end function to enable networking among
our Cape colleagues.
In May 2016, Sabinet sponsored and hosted a meeting at
their offices in Centurion. Neruschka Deosaran and her
colleagues from Norton Rose Fulbright, addressed
attendees on the Cyber-Crime Bill and its ramifications.
Attendees were also introduced to the creepy and
terrifying world of the Dark Web, where cyber-crime
flourishes. The presentation was well received.
WEBSITE AND LISTSERV
Both OSALL’s website and listserv are functioning well.
MACC Computer Consulting has continued to host the
website. Danielle Botha and Mary Bruce will both give
reports on their respective portfolios.
NEWSLETTER
The OSALL newsletter continues to go from strength to
strength. Tanya Hubbard will give a report in this regard.
I wish to thank LexisNexis Sabinet, Juta and Academic
Marketing Services, for their ongoing support of OSALL
and for their generous sponsorships. We hope these
working relationships will continue for our mutual benefit
in the coming year.
Thank you to the Committee for your ongoing support
and willingness to give of your time and expertise to
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enhance OSALL’s activities.
Last but not least I would like to thank all OSALL
members for your support of your professional
organisation; without you, OSALL would not be as
successful an organisation as it is.
Lydia Craemer
OSALL Chair

OSALL NEWSLETTER WRAP-UP
By Tanya Hubbard
Last year, I stood before you waxing eloquent (some
might even say waffling) about my dreams of becoming
the next Jane Raphaely and hinting viciously for a glass
of French bubbly, suffice to say neither became a reality;
the latter though is still up for grabs! I may not have
achieved Jane status in the publishing world but I have
enjoyed my time as OSALL’s newsletter editor and my
second year was made that much easier by all of you
lovely people who submitted articles. I am sure previous
editors of our illustrious newsletter would agree; this job
is super easy when the submissions are rolling in. Here’s
to a new year of rolling!
I’m not going to mention all the content we’ve read this
past year and if you’ve missed any of them they’ll be up
on our website in the newsletter archive shortly, however
I would like to highlight a few events and some of my
favourite submissions.
In November 2015 Roger Gachago, SAFLII’s director
wrote an article on a special event they held at
Thulamela Chambers in Sandton, where they celebrated
Bowman Gilfillan’s, Norton Rose Fulbright’s and
ENSafrica’s joint commitments to help SAFLII with some
of its core costs over the 2015 – 2017 period and, by so
doing, leading the way in showing commitment from the
profession to promoting access to justice in South Africa.
Lydia Craemer attended the celebration (which I’m sure
we’re all celebrating) of the refurbishment of the Gauteng
Local Division Library. Having managed the Western
Cape’s High Court library for all those years I’m doubly
delighted and on behalf of all of us I’d like to thank
Salome Vranas for all her hard work and dedication.
Meanwhile the popular publications noted column has
gone from strength to strength thanks to Pieter du Plessis
and Samuel Simango from the Stellenbosch University.
The start of 2016 saw Samual Simango write an article
entitled “The Quest to Identify Legal Information
Literacy’’. Samual, I must confess, is fast becoming one
of my favourite librarians; in this term he has submitted
not one but two awesome articles. You too can become
part of this elite list all you have to do is submit! Included
in the February 2016 edition was an article from the
popular blog 3 Geeks and a Law Blog “In the Age of
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Google, Law Librarians Manage Your Time, People, and
Money” it made for a very interesting read.
May 2016 saw our Chair Lydia submit a very
comprehensive write up of a webinar series LIASA had
put on “Social Media for Librarians”; and Samual, wrote a
thoroughly entertaining article “Of Star Wars and
Librarians”. In my editorial I made the shocking
admission of not being one with the force, who knew
there was a librarian in the movie!
Finally in the latest edition I have introduced a new
segment which I sincerely hope takes off with great
gusto. I have rather charmingly, if I do say so myself,
coined the acronym COCOA – Celebrating our
Colleagues’ Overriding Awesomeness and our first
champions were Denise Nicholson, who received the
Vice-chancellor’s Academic Citizenship award in
December 2015; our very own OSALL secretary Marina
Rubidge who won a star award for the creation of a POPI
repository and Lydia Craemer who had an article
published in the Advocate on the Inner Temple and
Lincolns Inn Libraries.
That, my fellow colleagues, wraps up my second year as
your newsletter editor; I do hope you’ve enjoyed it as
much as I have.

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT
JUNE 2015 – JULY 2016
By Danielle Botha
The OSALL website has been running well but needed a
number of hack recoveries and continues to be under
constant attempted hacking attacks. A very strong
firewall (WordFence) has been implemented to prevent a
serious hack such as the one experienced in October
2014.
Plug-ins that no longer work have been replaced. Social
media sharing plug-ins that become outdated need to be
replaced on a more frequent basis than in the past due to
the fact that social media is rapidly changing and new
social media sharing platforms are added regularly. The
APIs (Application Program Interfaces) are therefore
changing all the time.
Both LexisNexis and Sabinet have booked monthly
advertising slots on the website and their banners have
run respectively from November 2015 to date and from
February 2015 to date. We thank our suppliers for their
loyal support.
The website will get a small facelift in the next few
months to keep it looking fresh. A new logo has been
designed for OSALL in July 2016 and this will also be
incorporated.
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Drag-and-drop and other useful features will be built in to
make the updating of the website easier.
I would like to thank Michael Botha for his daily
surveillance of the website as well as his ongoing support
with building in new features and upgrades.

OSALL TREASURERS’ REPORT 2015/2016
By Hesma van Tonder
OSALL Books were audited by Vincent Laubscher and
Associates.
OSALL HAS TOTAL ASSETS TO THE BALANCE OF
R90 689
Notice account: R42 033
Cheque account: R46 076
Accounts receivable: R2 579
INCOME: R38 051.77
Advertising Income: R12 500
Listserv: R1 500
Newsletter: R4 500
OSALL Web: R6 500
Interest capitalised (Notice account): R816.77
Membership Fees: R20 735
Corporate: R10 090
Individual: R 4 300
Institutional: R4 320
Newsletter: R165
Personal: R1 750
Retired: R110
Sponsorship: R4 000
EXPENSES
Accounting Fees: R4 607.50
Bank Charges: R1 373
Cash/Cheque deposit fees: R 39.40
STD Bank’s Monthly Management fee: R 660.00
STD Bank’s Service fee: R 665.50
Payment Confirmation fee: R1.05
Other: R7.05
Conferences (SAOUG Lydia Craemer): R500
Gifts (AGMs, speakers, flowers): R39 019
Computer expenses (website management): R1 800
Travel expenses: R8 880
H van Tonder: R6 230
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T Hubbard: R2 650

THE OSALL LISTSERV 2015/2016
By Mary Bruce
We currently have 411 members registered on the
listserv, an increase of 6 over the last twelve months.
Welcome to all those who have joined the listserv in the
last year.
There have been few problems on the listserv apart from
one which is still not resolved. A few OSALL members,
mainly from large firms/organisations, are not receiving
copies of messages they send to the listserv. Michael
Botha and Charmaine Bertram are investigating this
problem ; one of the possibilities relates to the use of
Mimecast. To make the matter even more interesting, not
everyone who uses Mimecast is affected.
However, if you are, the following has been suggested as
an interim measure : when you send an email message
to the listserv, add your own address as a CC or BCC so
that your own mail-server sends a copy back to you.
If you don’t necessarily want a copy of your request, you
can still confirm that it has been posted to the listserv by
keeping
tabs
on
the
process
at
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/osall-list.
Highlights during my tenure as OSALL’s Listserv
Administrator since August/September 2006 have
included the switch to Google Groups on 1 February
2007 after Danielle and Michael Botha persevered in
setting up the initial mailing-list early in that year. I have
also greatly appreciated assistance from Danielle and
Lydia particularly when I have been on leave, and from
Mike when greater technical input has been necessary.
After ten years at the post, I am going to be leaving this
portfolio at some stage in the months ahead, so this will
be my last annual report as Listserv Administrator. I
intend to remain an active member of the OSALL
community but would like to take this opportunity to thank
members of the listserv for making my role a pleasant
one. There are a number of individuals who have
become personal friends since I first joined OSALL in
1999 and I look forward to maintaining these friendships
despite the distance between us. Many of you have
shown me personal kindness and hospitality during my
visits to Gauteng and Cape Town: you have a special
place in my many happy memories.
Wishing each and every one of you sunshine, happiness
and the ability to conquer the world; and a fleetload of
chocolate.

Page 7 of 10

OSALL Newsletter, August 2016

It is important that there is free and easy access to our National Legislation
Recently SAICA (South African Institute of Chartered Accountants) undertook to continue to sponsor our Laws of South
Africa project (http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/). They commented:
“We believe that it serves both the interest of our members and that of the broader public to have continuous free
access to the consolidated laws of South Africa, enabling knowledgeable and responsible citizens.”
In today’s uncertain political and economic climate, ordinary citizens need to know their rights and the rights of others.
Democracy and the rule of law are facilitated by informed citizens. Having access to the laws that govern our private lives
as well as our work lives is so important. You cannot insist on your rights if you do not know what those are. We all need to
know what is legal and what is not. It has also become clear to us that many public servants are also making use of the
database.
We have a need for sponsorship and we therefore ask all Law Librarians to please enquire from their law firms if they might
consider a donation to this project, as part of their corporate social responsibility. And thank you to those firms who have
supported us to date.

Shirley Gilmore. September 2016.
Shirley.gilmore@up.ac.za
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